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	LIDC/NexGen Lunchtime Webinar: Ownership of AI Works: IP and Competition Views

	
		
	
		
		The LIDC and Nex Gen will be holding a lunchtime webinar on Thursday 25 January from 1pm to 2.00 pm (CET) on: “Ownership of AI Works: IP and Competition Views”

Speakers:

	Ben Evans LLM, School of Law and Centre for Competition Policy, UEA (UK)
	Luca Schirru, Brazilian Copyright Institute and Centre for IT & IP Law (KU Leuven)
	Dr Aris Georgopoulos, University of Nottingham, Law School (UK), Attorney Supreme Court (Greece)


Please see the flyer at this link for full details.

		
	




	
		
	ARCON’s new event – Do we need panel of judges specialized in competition law?

	
		
	
		
		The Romanian Association for Competition Law (ARCON), together with Universul Juridic publishing house, organizes a new debate on whether the courts competent to hear cases on competition law should have specialized panels of judges. The debate will bring together not only reprezentatives of the business environment in Romania, but also reprezentatives of the institutions competent to make a change. Therefore, the panel includes the Ministry of Justice, two former ministries of justice, the president of the special committee among the Parliament entrusted with the review of any amnendments to the existing legal framework, the vice-president of the Competition Council and judges from the High Court of Cassation of Justice. For more details please visit ARCON’s website: https://arcon.org.ro/eveniment/avem-nevoie-de-complete-de-judecata-specializate-in-dreptul-concurentei/  

		
	




	
		
	LIDC congress 2024 in London – 7/9 November

	
		
	
		
		The LIDC Congress 2024 will be held in London from 7 until 9 November 2024 :

New Legal Order

Antitrust, IP and data regulation in a deglobalized world

We are glad to inform you that the questions to be discussed during the London congress are as follows :

	Question A: What progress has been made, and is still to be made, in ensuring effective redress for harm resulting from infringements of competition law?


Background & Context:

It is generally accepted that private enforcement has an important role in increasing the effective functioning of competition regimes globally and that individuals and/or firms who suffer harm as a result of anti-competitive conduct should be entitled to compensation for their loss(es). Consequently, interest in, and the significance of, this aspect of the competition law ‘toolkit’ continues to grow.

There have been a number of initiatives in various jurisdictions to promote more private enforcement and provide the necessary legal and economic framework for this purpose. For example, in November 2014, the EU Damages Directive, which harmonised certain procedural rules for competition damages actions across all EU Member States (including the United Kingdom at the time) and sought to establish a level playing field across the EU, entered into force. Together with the 2013 Recommendation on Collective Redress, the Damages Directive was intended to make it easier for victims of anti-competitive conduct to obtain compensation. 

During the past decade, the use of private enforcement of competition law has increased throughout Europe and beyond. However, the intensity and experience of private enforcement is very mixed. Some jurisdictions have considerable experience in dealing with damages actions, however, in others private actions are rare.

Major differences still exist among jurisdictions, even between the EU Member States. For example, in a number of Member States, there have not yet been any court rulings applying the provisions of the Damages Directive and, for temporal application reasons, many rulings are still based on pre-existing national law.

The 10th Anniversary of the EU Damages Directive provides the LIDC with an opportunity to take a critical look at how private enforcement has evolved around the world, taking stock of the progress that has been made and what obstacles remain, considering how these might be overcome to ensure: effective redress; and a balance between public and private enforcement.

National groups are invited to provide an account of the emerging practices and trends in private enforcement of competition law in their respective jurisdictions from a legal and economic perspective, reflecting on various factors such as: the relevant legal instruments; institutional developments; applicable jurisprudence; the relevant procedural, legal and economic framework; and key practical and litigation issues.

As announced previously, Andras M. Horvath has been appointed as International Rapporteur for Question A.

For those who have not already done so, we kindly invite you to designate your National Rapporteur for Question A and inform the LIDC as soon as possible and in any event no later than 15 December 2023.

	Question B:  How should we approach copycat packaging ? 


Do registered designs file against copycats and on what legal basis (IP and/or Unfair Competition Law)?

International Rapporteur, Prof. Ilanah Fhima has agreed to be the International Rapporteur for Question B.

Context to be updated

https://www.ligue.org/document/528624ec737a79aa043ef0b52f90bdec

		
	




	
		
	LATEST UPDATES IN THE FIELD OF IP LAW IN THE CZECHIA AND EU

	
		
	
		
		

The Czech National Group invites you to a national conference on the topic “NEWS IN THE LAW OF SPIRIT PROPERTY”, which will take place on 9.11.2023 in the Leonardo Hotel in the very centre of Prague.

There will be expert presentations on trademarks, patents, SPCs and administrative actions. You can also look forward to meeting and discussing with experts in the IP field.

Do not hesitate to send your application now to: PDeBrantes@korejzova.cz

We look forward to meeting you!

Czech National Group Committee

Jan Hák

Petra de Brantes

Jana Traplová

Ondřej Čerych

Dominik Bajger

		
	




	
		
	ARCON’s new event – VBER Modernization

	
		
	
		
		[image: ]

 

ARCON – Romanian Association of Competition Law – in partnership with Universul Juridic Publishing House are delighted to invite all LIDC members to our next event, namely “VBER Modernization”. 

Moderator: Anca Buta Mușat, Chair and Founding Member ARCON

Speakers:

Filip Tuytschaever – Professor of EU Competition Law, Law Faculty of the University of Brussels (VUB)

Paul Bridgeland – European Commission, Directorate-General for Competition

Bogdan Chirițoiu – President of Romanian Competition Council

TOPICS

	What are the substantial changes that will shape how businesses design their vertical agreements;
	What are the competition authorities’ priorities under the new legal framework;
	New VBER alongside the Vertical Guidelines – what to expect on short and long terms.


WHEN:

September 20, 4:30 PM CET

For ARCON or LIDC members registration is free. Please register by sending an e-mail confirming your participation to office@arcon.org.ro.

For more information, visit https://arcon.org.ro/en/eveniment/dezbateri-pe-tema-dreptului-concurentei/

 

		
	




	
		
	LIDC / CLA Lunchtime Webinar:  – Foreign Subsidy Regime – Tuesday 11 July, 1:00 pm (CET) / midday (UK)

	
		
	
		
		The LIDC will be holding a joint lunchtime webinar with the CLA on Tuesday 11 July 2023 at 1:00 pm (CET) / midday (UK).

Martin Farley, a member of the Legal Service of the European Commission, Natura Gràcia and Jacques Derenne have kindly agreed to speak on the subject of the Foreign Subsidy Control Regime: reflections from the UK and Europe. 

The Implementing Regulation will have been adopted shortly before the webinar (the ex-officio  investigation powers of the European Commission will be applicable as of 12 July 2023) and it will be the best opportunity for Martin Farley, having contributed to the legal review of this new EU Foreign Subsidy Control regime, to describe the rules and comment on them. Natura Gràcia and Jacques Derenne will share then their reflections on the new subsidy control regime, including the theories of harm underpinning the regime, the significance of this policy development, its interaction with other legal areas and its practical implications for businesses.

The session will be moderated by Christophe Rapin (LIDC President).

LIDC members/non-members: Please register via the LIDC website: https://www.ligue.org/events/foreign-subsidy-regime/

 

Registration will close midday Monday 10 July.

 

Kind regards,

The LIDC

SPEAKERS 

Martin Farley has been a member of the competition law and State aid teams of the European

Commission Legal Service since 2014. Prior to that, he spent 6 years in private practice at an

international law firm. Martin holds an LLB in Law with European Legal Studies from King’s

College London and an LLM in European Law from the College of Europe. Martin is a Fellow of

the Centre of European Law at King’s College London, and was a member of the editorial board

of the Journal of European Competition Law and Policy (JECLAP) between 2016 and 2022.

Jacques Derenne is a Partner at Sheppard Mullin, a member of the Brussels and Paris bars

and the head of the EU Competition & Regulatory practice. Jacques has 35 years of EU

competition law experience across all areas, including mergers, cartels, abuses of dominance

and State aid. Jacques has developed his leading State aid experience acting for beneficiaries,

competitors, many Member States and investors before the European Commission, EU courts

and national courts. He is professor at the University of Liège, where he has been teaching

State aid law since 2006 (as well as at the Brussels School of Competition since 2011).

Natura Gràcia is a Partner at Linklaters LLP, qualified in Spain and England and Wales. Natura

has extensive experience in multinational transactions and matters and regularly advises clients

in diverse industry sectors including private equity/financial sponsors, healthcare, energy and

transport, on the application of EU competition, merger control, state aid and public

procurement rules. She acts on behalf of international clients to obtain regulatory approvals for

mergers in various jurisdictions and heads the Linklaters State aid practice.

		
	




	
		
	Next LIDC Congress held in Gothenburg on September 21-24 2023 – live and open for registration!

	
		
	
		
		We are very happy to inform you that the website for the next LIDC Congress held in Gothenburg on September 21-24 2023 are now live and open for registration!

https://www.ligue.org/congress/2023/

Browse the website and discover the program we have prepared for what will be a fantastic event.

As you know already, the 2 questions that will be discussed this year are:

	Question A:


Do recent developments in enforcement, case-law, and guidance from competition authorities and regulators make the delineation between legitimate and efficient purchasing and supply arrangements and infringing conduct sufficiently clear in practice that businesses and their advisors know how to stay on the right side of the law?

	Question B:


What mechanisms exist to avoid over-broad trademarks and address concerns that the trademark registers are clogged (e.g. bad faith in Sky v SkyKick; requirements for evidence of use), and are these mechanisms effective?

During the days of the Congress, there will be some time to listen to some very interesting panel discussions and debates, to brainstorm together during the working sessions, but also to have several networking events and enjoy the wonderful city of Gothenburg. This is something you don’t want to miss out on!

Go directly to the website now and register before June 30 to benefit from the early bird rate!

More info and full program : https://www.ligue.org/resources/search-in-all-documents/ 

We look forward to seeing you in Gothenburg!

The LIDC

 

		
	




	
		
	Lunchtime Webinar: Interim Measures in Competition Law Cases: status, recent developments  and areas for improvement – Part II

	
		
	
		
		The LIDC will be holding a joint lunchtime webinar with the CLA on Thursday 15 June 2023 at 1:00 pm (CET) / midday (UK).

Pascale Déschamps (French Competition Authority) and Alessandro Sia (Swiss Competition Commission) have kindly agreed to speak on the subject of Interim Measures in Competition Law Cases and will discuss the status, recent developments and areas for improvement.

The session will be moderated by Carmen Verdonck (ALTIUS – Belgium).

To register for this event follow this link: https://www.ligue.org/events/lidc-webinar-interim-measures-in-competition-law-cases-status-recent-developments-and-areas-for-improvement-part-i/

An online link to join the webinar will be circulated via email to all those who have registered. The webinar will be conducted in English.

Kind regards,

The LIDC

 

		
	




	
		
	AFEC Conference: “Competition law in the face of crises”

	
		
	
		
		We are pleased to announce that AFEC is organizing a conference on June 6, 2023 from 2:00 pm to 6:30 pm at ICC, 33-43 avenue du Président Wilson, 75016 Paris.

How do competition law(s) and the bodies in charge of its enforcement react to the various crises (economic, health, war with its energy or logistic consequences, climate) that companies are facing and to which they have to adapt?

To what extent does competition law allow to overcome crises and/or does it constitute an obstacle, a brake to the initiatives of economic operators?

Has the competition law been able to show flexibility in order to allow operators to overcome crises?

Is it desirable to make the rules evolve in view of long-term challenges?

These are some of the questions that lawyers, judges, legal directors and public authorities will try to answer. The aim is not only to assess the adaptability of competition law and practices, but also to formulate proposals to better meet the challenges posed by crises.

With the participation of Olivier Guersent , Ilja Pohland , Etienne Pfister, Camille Grimaldi, Anthony Le Gall, Fabrice Picod, Tony Vedie , Daniel Diot, Mathilde Boudou, Dominique Anract, Michel Ponsard and Frédéric Descrozaille.

For information and registration: https://afec.asso.fr/colloque-le-droit-de-la-concurrence-a-lepreuve-des-crises/

		
	




	
		
	Lunchtime Webinar: Wednesday 7 September 2022:  “Digital Influencers and Online Advertising: regulatory landscape and issues”

	
		
	
		
		The Ligue Internationale de Droit de la Concurrence (LIDC) and NEXGen will be holding a lunchtime webinar on Wednesday 7 September 2022 from 1pm to 2.30 pm (CET) on:

“Digital Influencers and Online Advertising: regulatory landscape and issues”

Speakers:

	Ben Natter, Haug Partners, Head of Global Trademark Group;
	Francesca La Rocca Sena, Sena & Partners, Partner


The session will be moderated by Felipe Barros Oquendo, Di Blasi Parente & Associados and Vice President of the LIDC.

Flyer
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